
Your group will provide you with a list of voters to talk to and a map of where to find them. You should 
review your questions, make sure you know how to mark down answers and notes and grab any 
literature you’ll be handing out. 

It’s important to have realistic expectations before you head out. On average you’ll knock on about 25 
doors an hour and have about four conversations an hour. Your job isn’t to convince people to open the 
door, it’s to find the people interested in talking to you. And remember: every time you contact a voter it 
is valuable, no matter the outcome.

Tips and Tricks 

Go when people are most likely to be home
You’ll have more conversations with voters at times when they are most likely to be home. Early evenings 
or weekends are best. 

Dress comfortably and appropriately
Wear comfortable walking shoes and bring sunscreen if you’re going to be outside for a while. Be 
conscious of your first impression. You want to look approachable. 

Go in pairs
Let’s face it—canvassing is more fun when you do it together! It’s also more efficient when you split the 
list and each person does one side of the street. Going in pairs can also be safer. Remember to avoid 
going inside and to be aware of dogs in the neighborhood. 

Be polite, respectful, and listen
Take your time in the conversation and engage with the voter. Listen to their concerns and really show 
that you care about their opinion. The longer you show that you care the more likely they are to take your 
cause or candidate in to consideration.

Canvassing
Checklist



Checklist

☐ Bring a friend!

☐ Don’t forget sunscreen

☐ Fully charge your phone

☐ Get contact info for your team members

☐ Bring snacks and water

☐ Wear comfortable shoes and clothes that are weather-appropriate

☐ Find your connection: why are you motivated to support this cause? Why is it personal to you?

☐ Get familiar with the script or key points: then make it your own!

☐ Follow the plan: follow the list of doors that have been selected for you to knock

☐ Ask questions: understand what information is important to communicate and what information is 
important to collect from the voter


